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Acterra is a Bay Area-focused environmental nonprofit that brings people together to create local 
solutions for a healthy planet. The organization has been motivating change through individual 
and collective action for over 50 years. Acterra’s current focus is climate change, with a goal of 
educating and empowering residents, governments, businesses, and youth to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. Justice, equity, diversity, inclusion, and advocacy are foundational to our work.

Our core programmatic pillars include:

Beneficial Electrification for All — accelerates the equitable shift from fossil fuels 
to renewable energy by spurring the adoption of all-electric appliances, buildings, and 
modes of transportation that operate on clean energy instead of fossil fuels through our 
Green@Home and Karl Knapp GoEV programs.

Healthy Plate, Healthy Planet — promotes plant-rich lifestyles and food waste  
reduction by residents, institutions, and local communities for better personal health  
and a lower carbon footprint.

Workplace Sustainability — draws upon our successful 30-year history of Acterra’s 
Business Environmental Awards and supports a growing peer-to-peer learning network 
for sustainability-minded professionals, the Green Team Network.

Youth Empowerment and Education — includes the Public Lecture Series, the 
You(th) Be the Change climate-based education and leadership program; and  
Acterra’s Student Ambassador Program, which encourages student-led change in  
local communities.

Advocacy as a Cornerstone. Beyond motivating individual behavior change, Acterra uses  
advocacy as a tool to harness the power of many voices to influence state and local policymak-
ing. Advocacy is foundational to all of our programmatic work.

Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion are Foundational. Acterra is committed to a path 
that lowers the barriers to affordable, accessible resources (including nourishing, sustainable  
food and clean, carbon-free energy) for all, particularly communities of color and economically 
disadvantaged communities. 

Acterra brings people together  

to create local solutions for a healthy planet.

The time to bring communities together  
in collective action against climate change is now.

Our Story

On the cover: On September 9, 2020, smoke and soot from climate change-fueled 
wildfires wafted into the upper atmosphere, intercepting sunlight and turning Bay Area 
skies an eerie orange color.
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Hello! We are very excited to recap what has been an amazing year — a culmination of 
our 12-month strategic planning process that was described in last year’s letter. Our 3-year  
strategic plan, which was adopted in March 2020 and enacted in July 2020, focused on two  
critical aspects of mitigating climate change: sustainable food systems and electrification of  
buildings and transportation. The Plan’s priorities were informed by the latest science and much 
input from our community of stakeholders. By reducing food waste and helping people and  
organizations embrace more plant-forward diets, and by greening our grid and transitioning 
from fossil-fuel-based devices and vehicles to electric alternatives, Acterra will be making strides 
in truly high-impact areas. Despite the effects of Covid on our communities, families, and  
personal mental and physical health, we have seen much success and progress already in our 
first completed year of programming.

Some highlights: 

• Our Healthy Plate, Healthy Planet program served hundreds of individuals on the journey 
to exploring plant-based foods, recipes, and community. 

• Our Beneficial Electrification for All ran a Green@Home webinar series on Induction, 
Heat Pump Water Heaters, Solar Roofs, and EV Charging; expanded resources such as clin-
ics and consultations for income-qualifying families via the Karl Knapp GoEV program; and 
communicated our region’s Time-of-Use rate changes via our energy providers. 

• We reimagined our Business Environmental Awards, presenting the Spare the Air  
Leadership Award to a regional reach code project jointly overseen by Silicon Valley Clean 
Energy and Peninsula Clean Energy. Part of the restructure included a new vision for our 
annual community event, now titled Promise to Our Planet—with networking, a slew of 
amazing sessions with sustainability experts, and Bill McKibben as our main event speaker. 
(Please join us in March 2022 for our next event!) 

This year has shown that we need more awareness, more grit, and more determination to  
encourage climate action throughout the Bay Area. These all depend on people and community. 
With your support lifting us, Acterra will proudly continue to serve residents, local governments, 
and businesses on the path to reducing our carbon footprints. Please enjoy the rest of this Annual 
Report, and do reach out to share your questions or comments. 

Thank you for all you do,

Alyssa Morrison Bonnette
Board President

Phil Brosterhous
Past Board President

https://www.acterra.org/strategic-plan
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A Green Gateway to Home Electrification 

Created in March 2020 as part of the strategic plan, Acterra’s Beneficial Electrification for All 
programmatic pillar reduces residents’ fossil fuel use by promoting a transition to accessible 
clean energy alternatives — like all-electric homes and transportation — throughout the Bay 
Area. 

All-electric home appliances, such as induction 
cooktops and heat pump water heaters, provide  
the sizable climate benefit of reducing methane 
emissions while producing far less indoor air  
pollution and heating more efficiently than gas 
appliances. In fiscal year 2021, Acterra engaged 
hundreds of community members in learning about 
the benefits of home electrification and a greener 
lifestyle via four public Green@Home workshops 
(from January to May 2021) and monthly plant-
based Induction Cooking Classes (ongoing).  
Acterra has also partnered with Fossil-Free Mid- 
Peninsula to help operate its first-in-the-region  
community loaner program for induction cooktops. 
Bay Area residents can sign up to check out a  
cooktop for three weeks from our lending library, 
allowing them time to get familiar with the  
technology in their own home. 

Beneficial Electrification for All 

“The cooking class is expanding the horizons of the types of food I cook at 
home.” – Community member

“I love how each week is a new style of food — and often recipes I would 
never have tried on my own!” – Community member

“Acterra loaned me an induction hob. Now I have one of my 
own and use it for all my cooking. Thanks!”  – Virginia

Recipe Corner
Enjoy two of Chef Kelvin’s plant-based recipes as featured in our Induction 
Cooking Class 
Pantry Pasta with Vegan Cream Sauce
Coconut Curry Soup with Blackened Tofu and Sweet Potato Hash

Chef Kelvin Briggs is a graduate of 
the esteemed California Culinary 
Academy in San Francisco. He  
previously developed and managed 
a culinary program for high-needs 
youth in San Francisco, teaching 
basic culinary skills and introducing 
them to family-style dinners and 
healthy eating.

https://www.acterra.org/beneficial-electrification
https://www.acterra.org/induction
mailto:induction%40acterra.org?subject=
file:/Volumes/EDFS/Acterra/Acterra/Annual%20Reports/Annual%20Repoart%202020-21/Pantry%20Pasta%20with%20Vegan%20Cream%20Sauce.pdf
file:/Volumes/EDFS/Acterra/Acterra/Annual%20Reports/Annual%20Repoart%202020-21/Coconut%20Curry%20Soup%20with%20Blacken%20Tofu%20and%20Sweet%20Potato%20Hash.pdf
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Beneficial Electrification for All continued

Designing a Better Sensor

Acterra collaborated with graduate students from Stanford’s 
Designing for Extreme Affordability course on the impact of 
electrifying household cooking on indoor air quality. Students 
conducted research, collected original data, and built a  
prototype for CanAIRy, an indoor air quality monitoring  
system that was simple, intuitive, and health-driven. This project 
emerged from the need to understand how under-resourced 
communities can access updated information about indoor air 
quality, well below the cost of popular sensors on the market. 

Bringing Electric Vehicles Within Reach
  
Acterra’s Karl Knapp GoEV program is committed to ensuring that the electric vehicle revolution 
is available to all. Hundreds of residents attended Acterra’s educational offerings this fiscal year 
in the form of public EV workshops, clinics for income-qualified individuals, a social media cam-
paign to appeal to new audiences, and dozens of one-on-one consultations. 

In fiscal year 2021 Acterra was proud to offer eight Financial 
Incentives Clinics which were conducted in English and in 
Spanish as well as for an audience of Samoans. By identifying 
relevant grants, helping income-qualified consumers navigate 
the detailed application process, and providing personalized 
educational support, Acterra’s goal is to enable everyone to 
take part in the clean vehicle movement. Lowering financial 
barriers frees more residents to discover the right EV to fit their 
particular budget and lifestyle. This fiscal year saw the creation 
of Acterra’s Spanish-language GoEV site at acterra.org/ 
goev-espanol.

Electric vehicles also help improve public health by reducing 
local air pollution from tailpipes. Impaired air quality can 
worsen the impacts of many respiratory illnesses, including 

asthma and COVID-19. Swapping out a gas car for a clean energy-powered EV helps everyone 
breathe easier, especially benefiting under-resourced communities that typically suffer from  
elevated pollution levels and related disease. 
 

“Thank you for the enormous amount of help I received from Acterra and the  
exceptional and personal attention I received from you. I truly believe you were  
the reason my application was processed so quickly.” – Yraes, who purchased an  
EV after attending an Acterra Financial Incentives Clinic and applying for a grant

http://Designing for Extreme Affordability
https://www.acterra.org/goev
https://www.acterra.org/ev-incentives
https://www.acterra.org/ev-incentives
https://www.acterra.org/goev-espanol
https://www.acterra.org/goev-espanol
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Beneficial Electrification for All continued 

EVengers to the Rescue

From September 2020 to May 2021, Karl Knapp GoEV intern Aspen Stuart-Cunningham  
featured adventuresome avatars such as “Whisper,” “The Electric Explorers,” and “The Night 
Chargers” in a social media campaign that focused on real-life folks who gained amazing “EV 
superpowers” after electrifying their bikes and cars. The superheroes, known as “the EVengers,” 
hosted their own virtual event in March 2021 to help educate the public about EV benefits and 
correct any myths or misconceptions. Aspen’s electrifying superhero comics can be seen at  
acterra.org/evengers.

“Your webinar was terrific. I loved the creativity of the EVengers 
and how well rounded your panel of presenters were. I walked 
away with more knowledge about electric vehicles that ultimately 
guided me in making my purchase.”  
– Jayzona 

Keep up to date with the Karl Knapp GoEV Program’s upcoming 
events at acterra.org/goev-kk-calendar.

https://www.instagram.com/the.evengers/
https://www.acterra.org/evengers
https://www.acterra.org/goev-kk-calendar
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Healthy Plate, Healthy Planet

Food — such an essential part of our daily lives and behavior 
— is a central pillar in Acterra’s strategic plan, as evidenced 
by the launch of the Healthy Plate, Healthy Planet program 
in July 2020. During fiscal year 2021, Acterra has offered 
resources and hosted educational events to spur food-related 
behavior change at the individual and community level.  
Taken collectively, these changes add up to a big climate 
impact over time. Acterra’s work seeks to expand sustainable 
food options for all through a lens of equity. A screening and 
panel discussion of The Invisible Vegan with filmmaker Jasmine C. Leyva in September 2020 
brought together local plant-based leaders from the Black and Latinx communities to discuss food 
justice, healthy plant-rich eating, cultural relevance, and the decolonization of food. In November 
2020, Acterra hosted “Holiday reFresh,” a multicultural celebration with several Bay Area  
renowned chefs preparing favorite plant-based holiday dishes.

Tending Community

Acterra’s new interactive online community (“My Healthy Plate, Our Healthy Planet”) has  
attracted an audience of 260 members representing diverse backgrounds and eating styles, but 
united by a desire to support each other in embracing plant-forward and low-waste food habits. 
Some members are simply plant-curious omnivores while others, including our team of volunteer 
Healthy Plate Ambassadors, consider sustainable food an abiding passion. All are welcome  
to post plant-forward and food waste reduction tips, recipes, articles, events, and restaurant  
recommendations. During the fiscal year, the community recorded 398 posts, 1013 comments, 
and 3,613 reactions.

In fiscal year 2021, Acterra invited community members to join two month-long pledges. In  
January 2021 a pilot Veganuary Your Way pledge invited individuals to go meatless and/or dairy-
free for one meal per week or more. To boost participants’ success, Acterra provided extra tips, 

recipes, events with featured food experts, and other resources, such as 
pairing people with “buddies” for extra advice and support. The combined 
impact from this challenge was a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
from food by an estimated 1,080 pounds of carbon dioxide equivalents.  
In May 2021, Meatless May: Less Meat, More Plants offered another  
opportunity for community members to go plant-forward. In all, more than 
120 people signed up for Meatless May with Acterra. Acterra’s campaign 
included partnerships with area restaurants — some of whom provided 
special discounts to challenge participants — and attracted media buzz, 
being featured in the Kitchen Confidante Podcast (Eat Drink Dine Network) 
and the Keeping It Cool Podcast. 

Expanding Minds, Shrinking Emissions

https://www.acterra.org/healthy-plate
https://www.facebook.com/groups/myhealthyplateourhealthyplanet
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Healthy Plate, Healthy Planet continued

Hearing directly from pledge participants through weekly surveys gives insight into the far- 
reaching impact of Acterra’s pledge campaigns. We heard from many participants who, when 
they made changes to how they cook and eat, felt themselves likely to extend their changes over 
time, embracing lasting, consistent habits. Here are some of the community members who  
shared their thoughts:

“Considering making this a more  
permanent change...after Veganuary  
and now this, our family is really 
enjoying this lifestyle change.  We will 
probably always eat some meat, but we 
are cutting way back and will only eat 
locally produced meat.”  
– Tim Watson, both challenges

“Worth doing, worth continuing. I have 
been brought up with meat, but I have not 
missed it the whole time.  There are great 
alternatives and I haven’t even touched  
the sides of what is out there yet.”  
– Erica Jacobson, Meatless May

“I am still struggling with the thought 
that meals are planned around meat. I 
have appreciated this challenge. I would 
not have done it on my own or stayed 
this committed.” 
– Nancy, Veganuary Your Way

“I’m becoming more comfortable talking 
about eating vegan, and I am receiving  
support for these decisions with people 
around me.”  
– Carl (an omnivore who increased his 
meat-free days per week from three to 
seven during Veganuary Your Way)

International Collaboration on a More Resilient Food System

How might we build a better food future for everyone, everywhere? The convening of the United 
Nations’ first-ever Food Systems Summit (in September 2021) aims to advance the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals and address this very question. Thought leaders IDEO, EAT Foundation, 
Rockefeller Foundation, and other partners, invited stakeholders working in the area of sustain-
able food to submit their innovative solutions and participate in the summit. Acterra joined more 
than 500 other applicants (representing 85 countries) responding to this Global Open Call for 
proposals in the Food Systems Game Changers Lab in May 2021. Acterra’s submission, “San 
Francisco Bay Area governments unite in commitment to healthy, sustainable, local, plant- 
forward food for all” was selected to join the 12-week “Solutions Accelerator” program. As a 
participant in Cohort 18, “Building resilient local food systems,” Acterra has been working with 
other organizations from countries around the world to develop a shared vision and collective 
solution. The action agenda created by Cohort 18 will be included in a publication, listing  
Acterra as co-author, and shared publicly, as well as with potential scaling partners participating 
in the Food Systems Summit.

https://challenges.openideo.com/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=1297038313906536954&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d7286c4510d198cf92a2d63caf823b28
https://challenges.openideo.com/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=1297038313906536954&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d7286c4510d198cf92a2d63caf823b28
https://challenges.openideo.com/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=1297038313906536954&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d7286c4510d198cf92a2d63caf823b28
https://thoughtforfood.org/gamechangerslab/
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Workplace Sustainability

As part of Acterra’s strategic plan, Workplace Sustainability is the programmatic pillar that 
includes the Green Team Network and the Business Environmental Awards program. The 
long-standing annual awards program recognizes leadership in Bay Area sustainable business 
practices in schools, nonprofit organizations,public agencies, local businesses, and large  
corporations. Acterra’s Green Team Network hosts semiannual forums for learning, sharing  
and networking, and provides resources to its members to encourage climate action and  
sustainability in the workplace. 

In fiscal year 2021, the virtual Fall and Spring Forums took place on October 8 and April 22 
(Earth Day), respectively.

For the Fall Forum, keynote speakers Parawana Ayub from The  
Greenlining Institute and Diedre Tanenberg from the San Francisco 
Department of the Environment addressed the topic of Expanding  
Inclusion in the Environmental Space. Breakout discussions focused  
on ways that organizations can improve both internal and  external 
approaches to making progress toward equity, while lowering barriers 
to diversity and inclusion in one’s organization.

The topic of the Spring Forum was Organizational 
Climate Action. Amanda North of Plan C Advisors, a 

San Francisco-based consultancy, outlined best practices on embedding climate 
change preparedness at all levels in organizations. The event brought together 
attendees from across diverse sectors to attend to common issues such as  
information-sharing, building communication lines, collaboration, and  
accelerating climate action pathways within one’s organization. 

The co-recipients of this year’s Business Environmental Awards were Silicon  
Valley Clean Energy and Peninsula Clean Energy for their Reach Codes project. 

Read more about the project on page 11.

https://www.acterra.org/greenteamnetwork
https://www.acterra.org/bea
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Youth Empowerment and Education

Youth are increasingly speaking out about the global climate crisis 
and seeking workable solutions. Acterra’s interactive You(th) Be the 
Change program for middle schoolers, officially launched in February 
2021, helps empower youth to build a solid foundation of skills that 
they can use to take environmental action in their home communities.  
The program, currently offered in a virtual format, consists of six  
sequential sessions where students learn about climate science, climate 
effects, and climate action from global and local perspectives. Each 
session (approximately two hours in length) has its own Google  
Classroom with instructional videos, critical thinking questions, and 
“learning by doing” activities.

Topics explored include environmental and sustainability solutions 
ranging from soft engineering strategies to food waste reduction, 
environmental justice to electrification. Initial cohorts of participants 
have come from 15 different schools in Santa Clara and San Mateo 
Counties. Positive responses from students have highlighted issues with 
particular resonance such as “cutting down on car usage,” “turning off 
lights when possible and using renewable energy,” “eating less meat, 
not wasting food, and composting spoiled food,” and “fighting for 
climate justice.”

“Exceeded expectations! With many of my friends’ internships getting cancelled, I am 
truly grateful for everything Acterra did to provide a welcome and accessible experience. 
I was pleasantly surprised by the freedom in writing, editing, and distribution that I  
experienced.” – Dylan, Acterra Intern

You(th) Be the Change

Acterra’s Student Ambassador Program
Acterra launched a program for high school and college 
students called Acterra’s Student Ambassador Program. 
Find ways to get involved at acterra.org/asap.

Acterra
Student
Ambassadors
Program

https://www.acterra.org/youth-be-the-change
https://www.acterra.org/youth-be-the-change


11Acterra 2020-2021 Annual Report

On March 26, 2021, Acterra held its first annual “Promise to Our 
Planet” community-building event for a record number of reg-
istrants (450 households). This unique event combined the best 
of both worlds of the Business Environmental Awards Ceremony 
and Acterra’s spring Party for the Planet fundraiser.  As a call to 
action to support climate action throughout the Bay Area, Promise 
to Our Planet was organized around the themes of electrification, 
youth activism, food sustainability and sovereignty, and sustain-
able workplaces. 

This special evening opened with remarks by Wade Crowfoot, California’s Natural 
Resources Secretary, who addressed new policy initiatives spearheaded by Governor 
Newsom, including the mandate that passenger vehicles and light-duty trucks sold 
in California be emissions-free by 2035. The Spare the Air Leadership Award from 
the Business Environmental Awards Program was presented to Silicon Valley Clean 
Energy (SVCE) and Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE), for the Peninsula-Silicon Valley 
Reach Code Initiative, which has supported over 20 local communities in adopting 
reach codes to speed the transition to electrified transportation and homes and 
businesses powered by clean electricity and protect regional air quality. Runner-up 

Granite Construction Company was recognized for the 2019 renovation of its Santa Clara  
asphalt facility. 

The event’s keynote address was given by 350.org founder Bill  
McKibben, one of the nation’s most eminent climate leaders. To 
achieve a low- or zero-carbon future, McKibben argued, we must  
create an upswell of grassroots climate action — one that goes  
mainstream and begins today. Watch the full recording of Promise  
to Our Planet at acterra.org/promise. Bonus: Read a transcript of  
Executive Director Lauren Weston’s one-on-one interview with  
Bill McKibben at acterra.org/bill-mckibben.

Introducing Promise to Our Planet

“California is ahead in a lot of ways in this work…. Everybody 
is watching what y’all are doing and drawing strength from it.” 
– Bill McKibben, Promise to Our Planet Keynote

https://www.acterra.org/promise
https://www.acterra.org/promise
http://acterra.org/promise
http://acterra.org/bill-mckibben
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Introducing Promise to Our Planet continued

2021 Champions of Promise (grassroots community leaders)  
  •    Beneficial Electrification: Deborah Vasquez, Sunshine Gardens Apartments 
  •    Food Sustainability: Chance Cutrano and Deborah Moskowitz, Fish in the Fields 
  •    Youth Activism and Education: Audrey Chang, Los Altos High School Green Team President 
  •    Workplace Sustainability: Julie Weiss, City of Palo Alto 

Promise to Our Planet also included a range of breakout sessions led by experts 
in the field Matthew Gough, Isaac Hernandez, Malcolm Shabazz Hoover, Chelsea 
Sexton, and Bill Weihl, plus two cooking demonstrations (Vinita Chopra, The Spice 
Whisperer; Bryant Terry, Chef in Residence at the Museum of the African Diaspora) 
and additional entertainment. 

To bring more awareness to the salience of  
social justice in the climate movement, Promise 

to Our Planet was closely followed by an April 2 companion 
presentation entitled “A New Day: From Surviving to Thriving.” 
The guest speaker was the renowned environmental justice 
advocate and international thought leader Dr. Mustafa  
Santiago Ali, the Vice President of Environmental Justice, 
Climate & Community Revitalization for the National Wildlife 
Federation (NWF) and also the Founder & CEO of  
Revitalization Strategies. 

Save the date:  

Promise to Our Planet 2022 

will take place on March 25

(virtual)

Watch a recording of  
Dr. Mustafa Santiago Ali’s  
presentation here.

https://youtu.be/6zy1LDvJ8es
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Advocacy

Acterra’s strategic plan includes new emphasis on achieving progress on State and local policy 
with climate implications. In 2020, Acterra worked with Fossil Free Mid-Peninsula to put pressure 
on the Redwood City Council to pass its first all-electric reach code for new buildings, which did 
include some exceptions. Acterra organized local high school students who made a series of 
powerful public comments at a City Council meeting on September 14, 2020. With Fossil Free 
Buildings Silicon Valley, Acterra worked to persuade members of the East Palo Alto City Council to 
not only pass a new all-electric reach code but also remove the exclusions of affordable housing 
units from the code (arguing that electric homes are cheaper to build and safer to live in). 

Acterra has been dedicated to pushing for strong all-electric and electric vehicle (EV) infrastruc-
ture rules in the next CALGreen Code (i.e., statewide building standards). This spring, Acterra 
joined a group of local EV advocates to support new code language with equity in mind. A 
major barrier to EV adoption by renters is the lack of access to charging ports: Only about 10% 
of new apartment units currently have access to power, compared to the state-mandated 100% of 
new single-family homes. The objective of Acterra and its partners is simple: Secure guaranteed 
access to electric power for every new unit constructed in California.

Stay up to date with Acterra’s policy advocacy at acterra.org/take-action.

Recent Wins and Goals Ahead

Young Professionals Group

Acterra’s Young Professionals network serves 
Bay Area professionals broadly interested in 
sustainability. By hosting educational events and 
offering a variety of resources for personal and 
professional growth, the network supports young 
professionals by providing materials, relation-
ships, and experiences to grow leadership skills 
and engage fellow community members. Learn 
more about becoming a member at acterra.org/
young-professionals.

https://www.acterra.org/blog/2021/9/17/ev-charging
https://www.acterra.org/take-action
https://www.acterra.org/young-professionals
https://www.acterra.org/young-professionals
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Public Lecture Series

Acterra’s virtual lectures attracted 681 registrants in fiscal year 2021 on such diverse topics as 
sustainable development, community resilience, beneficial electrification, plant-based nutrition 
and youth activism. Check acterra.org/lectures for our current slate of offerings. Thank you to 
sponsors Bay Area Air Quality Management District and The Foster Art & Wilderness Foundation, 
and our generous underwriters Clinton & Mary Gilliland and Armand & Eliane Neukermans.

Jack Norris

Bruce Hodge

Hope Bohanec

Julia Zeitlin

Heirs to Our Oceans Youth:
Latifah Nansubuga, Miguel Mendez, Dakota Peebler

Regina Wallace-Jones

Nitesh Dullabh

https://www.acterra.org/lectures
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Donor Spotlight

Mary and Clinton Gilliland
Acterra thanks longtime donors Mary and Clinton 
Gilliland for their generous financial support of our 
programs, including becoming Underwriters for the 
Lecture Series, which features prominent experts  
and practitioners from the worlds of academia,  
government service, and the private sector. The  
couple initially became involved with the Peninsula 
Conservation Center, Acterra’s forerunner, in the 
1980s. 

“At that time, our older daughter, Betsy, was part  
of the PCC’s youth group at Castilleja School in Palo 
Alto. They sold ‘Rainforest Crunch’ to raise funds... 
cases of it! The rest is history…. Energy-saving 
programs, particularly for schools and low-income 
neighborhoods, are among the most important to us. 
We appreciate how Acterra has never stopped  
pushing the envelope over the years and is making  
a bigger and broader impact now.”

With your help, Acterra is moving the needle on climate action throughout the Bay Area. Donate 
now to support our work fighting this existential crisis.

DONATE NOW

Updates from Our Fiscally Sponsored Projects

In September 2020, Climate Resilient Communities, which was 
formerly an Acterra program, completed its transition to a new 
organization under the directorship of Violet Saena. Acterra is 
proud to be providing fiscal sponsorship to Climate Resilient 
Communities — a group which helps engage and empower 
local communities in implementing community-based climate 
solutions.  

In May 2021, fiscally sponsored project BRINGiT — dedicated  
to reducing the use of single-use plastic bags — received an  
honorable mention in Fast Company’s World Changing Ideas 
competition for two categories: “Consumer Products” and “On  
the Rise.”

https://www.acterra.org/donate-now
https://www.acterra.org/donate-now
https://www.acterra.org/donate-now
https://www.climatercommunities.org/
https://www.bringit.org/
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Thank You!

Because you, our supporters, are important to us, these lists were developed with great care. We sincerely apologize for any errors.  
If errors are found, please contact us at (650) 962-9876 so we can correct our records.

2020-2021 Donors

BUSINESS, ORGANIZATION, 
AND FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

Gold Tier $10,000+
Adobe
Applied Materials Foundation
Electrify America 
LinkedIn
Mitsubishi Corporation
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
 
Silver Tier $5,000–9,999
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
HalfMyDAF
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E)
 
Bronze Tier $1,000–4,999
Apple, Inc.
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School
Google
Langan
Los Altos Community Foundation
Metropolitan Transportation Commission
Plug In America
RethinkWaste
Service by Medallion
Visit.org
Zanker Recycling
 

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS

Bay Area Air Quality Management District
City of Hayward
City of Palo Alto
City and County of San Francisco
County of San Mateo
Energy Upgrade California 
Peninsula Clean Energy
Silicon Valley Clean Energy

Copper Tier $1–999
Amazon Smile
Arkin Tilt Architects
Autodesk
Barr Charitable Foundation
Cisco Systems
Citizens Climate Lobby - Silicon Valley 
North

Citizens Climate Lobby - San Mateo County
Citizens Environmental Council
The Climate Center
Climate Resilient Communities
Climate Reality Bay Area
DocuSign
Dolby Laboratories (Dolby Digital)
eScrip
F5 Networks
Grassroots Ecology
Heising-Simons Foundation
Insperity
Intel Foundation
McKinsey & Co.
Microsoft
Peninsula Interfaith Climate Action
Peninsula Open Space Trust
Rakuten
Sustainable San Mateo County

Acterra gratefully acknowledges the following supporters for their gifts received between July 1, 
2020 and June 30, 2021, representing their commitment to environmental and climate action. 

Your gift will help Acterra 
address climate change 
and create local solutions  
for a healthy planet. 
Acterra’s “Sustainer” 
monthly giving program 
provides engagement and 
stewardship to donors at 
all levels. Learn more at 
acterra.org/ways-to-give

ACTERRA LIVING LEGACY SOCIETY

Acterra recognizes the generosity and forethought of the following individuals who have 
informed us that they have included Acterra in their estate plans. 

Anonymous
Barbara Erny

David Green and Jane L. David
Joanna Holmes
Mike Kasperzak

Dan and Helen Quinn

Jerry Hearn and Rebecca Reynolds
Linda Gass and Rob Steiner

Judith and Hans Steiner
Laura and Boris Teksler

Lauren Weston

For more information about providing a lasting legacy, please visit acterra.org/legacy-giving

http://acterra.org/ways-to-give
https://www.acterra.org/legacy-giving
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INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILY FOUNDATIONS

Peak Level ($25,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Ranae DeSantis Foundation
Mary and Clinton Gilliland
 
Summit Level ($10,000-
24,999)

James C. Anderson and  
Maria Leahy

Peter and Melanie Cross
Lucille Glassman
The Hitz Family
Armand and Eliane Neukermans
 
Ascent Level ($5,000-9,999)
Philip and Crystell Brosterhous
Barbara Erny
Nancy and Bill Grove
Michael Hindery
Bruce Hodge and Elizabeth Weal
James and Renate Kempf
Rex and Mercedes Northen
Josue Ramirez & Karina Rivera
Elizabeth Schwerer and Kingston 
Duffie

Bart and Nancy Westcott
 
Ridge Level ($2,500-4,999)
Elaine and Eric Hahn
Sudhanshu and Lori Jain
Holly Knapp
Bev and Peter Lipman
Sonja & David Marwood
Maria Saltz
Laura and Boris Teksler
Bill Weihl

Vista Level ($1,000-2,499)
Anonymous
Amy and Brian Berliner
Lorna Beukema
Scott Brenneman
Daniele and Jay Civelli
Erin Craig and Richard Dvorak
Susan and Eric Dunn
Edith and Jeb Eddy
Katie Excoffier
Fenton Family Foundation
Kathy Hall and Leslie Murdock
Stu and Hilary Karlinsky
Arthur Keller
Michelle Ranes Klafter
Larry Klein
Peter and Sue LaTourrette
Bjorn and Michele Liencres
Colene McBeth
David McCalmont
Jane McLaughlin
Mark and Sandy Ostrau
Bill Reller
Ed and Ruth Satterthwaite

Patron ($500-999)
Stephen Attinger
Allen Baum and Donna White
Marcella and Stuart Bernstein
Peggy Brannigan and Steve 
Smith

Linda Brownrigg
Matthew Burrows
Nancy and John Cassidy
Julie Good and Dan Kaleba
Phillip Harter
Jerry Hearn and Rebecca 
Reynolds

Gary and Patricia Hedden
Cindy and Michael Keer
Robert and Myung McIntyre
Tom and Lydia Moran
Alyssa Morrison Bonnette
Paul and Antje Newhagen
Dr. Karen Offen
Niteen Patkar and Amita Jain
Lee and Kitty Price
Bruce Renouard
John Richards and Angela 
Dellaporta

Amy & Dan Scrivner
Parth Sethia
County Supervisor Joe Simitian
Jonathan Taylor
Jane and Paul Taylor
Craig Uhrich and Joan Ferguson
Stephen Westfold
Kathleen Wong
Charles Zeller
 
Benefactor ($250-499)
Leslie Alden
Ethan Ballard
James Barbera
Gary and Autumn Bea
Monika and Olle Bjorkman
Ann Blankenship
Lisa Chang
Huachen Chen
Julie Coats
George Denise
Linda and Jerome Elkind
Drs. Kirk and Kirsten  
Essenmacher

Georgeanne Fordham
Linda Gass and Rob Steiner

Carmela Gold
Barbara Gordon
Marianna Grossman
Michele Gutierrez
Richard Johnson
Michael Kasperzak
Stephanie Knott
Descartes Li
Susan Luttner and Jerome 
Coonen

James P. Marks and Patricia 
Kinney

Tom and Debby Martin
Rebecca E. Schaaf and Alan 
Mattlage

Tom and Darlene McCalmont
Anne and Thomas McDevitt
Meta Mehling
Jan Merryweather
Debbie Mytels and Thomas 
Atwood

Horace and Elizabeth Nash
Geoffrey and Sue Nicholls
David and Karen Paradise
Ragni and Marc Pasturel
Barbara Rosen and Thomas 
Miller

Sandra Slater
Joy Sleizer
Jo Smernoff
Susan Stansbury and Cedric de 
La Beaujardiere

John Steidle
Anni Tilt
Leslie and Frank Van 
Veenendaal

Dr. Saul Wasserman and  
Mrs. Judith Wasserman

Don and Cheryl Weiden
Cynthia and Robert Wordell
Lucy Wurtz

Advocate ($100-249)
Anonymous (5)
Dan Adams
Bret Andersen
Joanne Barnes
Bob Barrett and Linda Atkinson
Richard Baumgartner and Liz 
Salzer

Janine Behrman
Abhay Bhushan and Cybele 
LoVuolo-Bhushan

Jane and Christopher Botsford
Steve Brock and Eileen  
Hammar

James Brooks and Sukey Bryan
Candice Cambra
Eddie Cha
JoAn Chace
Elham Chandler

2020-2021 Donors continued

Margo Sensenbrenner
Nancy and Greg Serrurier
Rich and Sally Slavin
Barbara Spreng
Douglas Spreng
Virginia Tincher Van Kuran
Julie Weiss, Rich Schwerin, and 
Chloe Schwerin

Lauren Weston

Iih-Nan and Kuo-Howere Chou
C D Christensen
George and Trisha Clifford
Michael Closson and Catherine 
Milton

Susan Cole and Michel  
Digonnet

Joan and Charles Coston
Mary Counihan
Gordon Craig
Sybil Cramer
Carol Lynn Cross
Tiki Dare and Daniel Beeder
Davy Davidson
Sue Dekalb
Thomas Dillon
Darren Don
Allison Don
Henry Han Du
Tom DuBois
Cynthia Dusel-Bacon and 
Charles R. Bacon

Anne and Paul Ehrlich
Barbara and Joseph Evans
Craig and Sally Falkenhagen
Lorin Fink
Jim Flaherty
Megan S. and Dr. Michael 
Fogarty

Shelley Francis
Michael Garibaldi
Kate Godfrey and Rob Colley
Robert Gould, M.D.
David Greene and Jane David
David Grewal and Daniela 
Cammack

Mohan Gurunathan
Geoffrey J Hackman
Michael Hammes
Paul Hammes
Steve and Fran Harris
Kristen and Kevin Hayes
Walt and Kay Hays
Richard Heermance
Brendan Hertel
Yifei Huang
John Igoe
Richard Izmirian
Michael and Christine James
Ousman Jobe
Robert Jung
Tom Kabat
Dr. and Mrs. Frederic Kahn
Edith Keating
Marilyn Keller and Jeff  
Greenfield

David Klausner and Matty 
Bloom

Mary Klein
Christine and Frank Kohl-Zaugg
Felix Kramer
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Joe and Barbara Kresse
Barbara Lawson
Adam Loraine
Kevin Martinez
Karen McCavitt
Maija McDonald
Annette McGarr
Rosemary and John McGuire
Diane Meier
Naomi and Robert Mindelzun
Michele Mines
Kenneth Moore
Edward Munyak
Robert and Nancy Neff
Pamela Noyer
Tim and Pat Oey
Janis Pepper
John Petrilla
Mark Philips
Donald Price
Dr. Deborah Rose
Nina Rosenbladt
Philip and Julie Roybal
Hillary M Rupert
Gary and Eileen Ruppel
Patricia Russell
Marc and MaryAnn Saunders
Jan Schlossberg
Jeffrey Segall
Larry Seiders
John Semion
Roger and Patti Sexton
Jeff, Cindy, and Adam Shore
Pat Showalter and Steve 
Longcor

John Sikora
Igor Skaredoff
Mitch Slomiak
Richard Smallwood
David Smernoff and Cindy 
Russell

David Sowerwine
Adam Stern
John Tang
Sally and Timothy Tomlinson
Terri Train
Mike and Ellen Turbow
Andrew Valentine
Cindy VanHorne
Bruce Walicek
Judith Windt
Patricia Wipfler
Linda Ziff
John Zotz

Supporter ($40-99)
Anonymous (2)
Shayrun Ali
John Toupin Ann Poncelet
Aravind Arthanari
Jerry and Linda Avellar

INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILY FOUNDATIONS (continued)

Diane Bailey
Mike Balma and Eleanor 
Billings

Glynis Banks
Mitchell Barlas
Hon. Duane Bay and Barbara 
G. Noparstak

Leon and Margaret Beeler
Keith and Atsuko Bennett
Kristen Bergman
Ana Blanco
Rachelle Boucher
Craig Boutillier
Deanna Brown
John Carpenter
Neil Chang
Chestnut Giving Fund
Ranyee Chiang
Belinda Chlouber
Gail Chrda
Patty Christofferson
Isabelle Cnudde
David Coale
Donna Colson
Judith Conces
Max Cook
Gary F. Cooper and William J. 
Fanning

Carleen Cullen
Beth Delson and Steve  
Lowenthal

Perry Dembner and Tracy 
Weatherby

Cynthia Denny
Darren Don
Joan Donovan
Jonathan Drew
Kareen Dreyfus
Maurita Dunphy
Bruce Kenneth England
James Feichtl
Patricia Foster
Anne and Stephen Galli
Mary Gill
Paul Gonella and Ellen 
Arkelund Gonella

Teresa E. E. Gonzales
Swarna Gopalan
Vivek Gorade
Matthew Griffin
Dee and David Gustavson
Caitlin Gutekunst
Ran Haimoff
Karen Halvorsen
Adam Hart
Ann Harvey
Kian Hekmatnejad
Jillian Hishaw
Laura Hoffacker
Maika Horjus
Charley Hoyt

B. Hu
Linda Hutchins-Knowles
Sharon Chinen Ingle
Lee Ivy and Cynthia Cima-Ivy
Matt James
Ashok Jethanandani and  
Arvind Kumar

Tracy Johnson
Jared Johnson
Ed Jones and Yvonne Wolters
Lenore Jones
Mike Kahn
Rena Kaminsky
Judith S. Kays
James Kozelka
Mary Ann and Keith Kvenvolden
Gretchen Lebuhn
Pamela Leonard
Joslyn Leve
Jeffery Liang
Caryn Long
Eileen Mann
Sharon Mark
Kevin McConvey
Kiana McCormick
Ann McKillop
Lynnie and Joseph Melena
Scott and Ethan Mellberg
Sara Michie
Jennifer Mosley
Trish Mulvey
Dennis Murphy
Monika Nagy
Kenneth Nitz
Mary O’Kicki
Nancy and Fred Olson
Christina Page
Rebecca and Everett Palmer
Andrea Parkes
Marguerite Pelose
Elaine Peterman
John and Terry Pfefferle
Christopher Placencia
Jeff Poetsch
Jonelle Preisser
Willie and Laurie Quinn
Susie Richardson and Hal Luft
Merna Richardson and Larry 
Wright

Diana Russell
Andrea Saliba
Elaine Salinger
Dorothy Saxe
Diane Scariot
Rebecca Schaaf
Marcia Schveibinz
Michelle Senatore
Sonam Shah-Paul
Julie Shanson
Bijoy Shetty
Petra Silton

2020-2021 Donors continued

Christopher Smith
Susan and Rey Smith
Diego Souza
Samantha Stein
Ganesh Subramani Babu
Rebecca Summers
Hannah Tai
Diane Talbert and Rodger 
Rickard

Jamie Tan
Annie Tate
Ann Teegardin
Aaron and Noelle Thurlow
Daela Tipton
Nancy Valentine
Susan Vargas
Kathy Voss-Jensen and Joel 
Jensen

Scott and Barbara Wallace
Devra Wang
Lisa Wasilewski
Eleanor Watanabe
Teri and Bob Whitehair
Kristel Wickham
Gale Winningham
Ruth Xovox
Patricia Young
Colleen Young

Partner ($1-39)
Linda Adler
Pam Allio
Adriana Anca
Carolyn Anderson
Rick Bacigalupi
Geoff and Camille Ball
Roxie Bartholomew
Gail Barton
Caitlin Behrman
David Benham
Bud and Barbara Bennigson
Joshua Beth
Matt Biggar
Helena Birecki
LeAnn Bjelle
Shoney Blake
Gayle Boesch
Christine Boles
Jennifer Borg
Natalie Botto
Liam Bourdon
Maria Bradley
Susie and Sam Brain
Bonnie Brock
Joel and Lorraine Brown
Betsy Brunner
Wileta Burch
Patrick Burt and Sally Bemus
Linda Busek
Maricris Calica
Ian Caliendo
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2020-2021 Donors continued

Barbara Champion
Loretta Chen
Eishin Chikamatsu
Nicole Chitty
Diane Choplin
Kelly Chow
Shaogi Chuah
Susie Cohen
Carla D
Shraddha Dangi
Mary Dateo
Laura De Frew
William Deviincenzi
Marit Doshi
Andre Duurvoort
Carrie Edwards Welsh
Steve Eittreim
Janet Elliot
Lisa Eng-Beeman
Eileen Espejo
Tammy Esteves
Adrienne Etherton
Lisa Fasano
Nancy Faulstich
Stephanie Fischer
Susan Fischer
Fiona K Flynn
Jim Fox
Flavia Franco
Consuelo Garcia
Rebecca and Kiran Garewal
Kathleen Goforth
Svetlana Gous
Alan Gover
Echo Graham
Manuel Guerreros
Sophia Gutierrez
Bonnie Hamilton
Jane Heath
Luciana Herman
Nancy Hestand
Glenn Hilling
Bill Hilton
Marcy Hiratzka
Caroline Hodge
David Hoexter
Betty Howell
Hallie Iglehart
Anne Infeld
Frank Ingle
Don Jackson
Kenneth Jensen
Mari Jones
Marty Jordan
Kristina Kaiser
Yulia Kalk
Melissa Kane
Alice Kaufman
Miya Kitahara
Jana Kotesova
Julie Kuwabara

  Embarcadero Media
Geller Editorial
HEATED Newsletter
Powerflex
Rivanna Natural Designs
Sjaak’s Organic Chocolates
Volts Newsletter

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Wei-Tai Kwok
Justine Law
Jonathan Lee
Arlie Lehmkuhler
Clinton Lewis
Edith Lin
Ford Lininger
Sally Liu
Lisa Lo
Zhengwei Luo
Dennis Lynch
Olivier M
Heather Macdonald
Peter Macdonald
Nancy Maclaine
Jack Macy
Lisa Maddaus
Stacy Markel
Brie Mazurek
Mary McDonnell
Joyce McEwen Crawford
Gail McNulty
Carmen Melendrez
Ruth Merino
Misha Merrill
Kaitlyn Meyer
Damon Miller
Norma Minjares-Yasinitsky
Zachary Moore
Jeralyn Moran
Carol Lynn Morgan
Kevin Morrison
Anne and Samuel Ng
Iliana Nicholas
Susan Nishikawa
Ken Novak and Julie Duffield
Ashley O’Donnell
Jessica Orme
Carrie Parker
Karen Pauls and Chris  
Eberspacher

Jan Pendleton
Kala Perkins
Patricia Perry
Katie Philips
Caroline Phillips
Kathryn Pirman
Carrie Poppy
Urmila Raghavan
Denise Ramirez
Jane Rosten
Norma Ruiz
Margaret Salazar
Andrea Saliba
Joyce Samson
Susannah Saunders
Steve Schaefer
Kimberly Schaub
Heidi Schell
Nancy Schneider and Richard 
Wysong

Jim Schwandt
Gail Sevrens
Adi Shafir
William Shreve
Jay Siegel
Laurel Sipes
Alexandria Skoch
Logan Spalding
Larry Staley
Julie Steury
Noel and Carol Stevens
Leslie Stewart
Kristy Stone
Carolyn Straub
Sally Su
Peter and Linda Takaichi
Wako Takayama
Corinna Tempelis
Elaine Tersigni
Jim Thompson
Joanne Thorogood
Alejandra Tolley
Leslie Torres
Leslie Train
Regina Trapp
Amber Turner
Amy Valentine
Lisa Van Dusen
Mary Vinas
Carol Vollen
T Von Rheinbaben
Randi Wallach
Michelle Walters
Barbara Watkins
Siena Watson
Marta Wilde
Ron Wolf
Dahlia Woods
Michael Yang
Laura York
Dan Zalles
Zac Zeitlin

INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILY FOUNDATIONS (continued)
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REVENUES AND EXPENSES
July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021

REVENUES*

Individual  
Contributions

Government 
Grants/Contracts

Foundation & 
Corporate Grants

Corporate  
Contributions

Other

EXPENSES**

Program 

Fundraising 

Administration 

For our most recent financial audit, please visit acterra.org/financial-information.

Financial Information (Preliminary and Unaudited)

FIDUCIARIES
REVENUES:
Individual Contributions $82,851
Corporate Contributions 2,000
Foundation & Corporate Grants 227,092
Government Grants/Contracts 5,655
Other 2,326
Total Fiduciary Revenues: $319,924

TOTAL FIDUCIARY EXPENSES: $196,017

ACTERRA
REVENUES:
Individual Contributions $291,015
Corporate Contributions 78,500
Foundation & Corporate Grants 204,875
Government Grants/Contracts 327,310
Other 230,605
Total Revenues $1,132,306

EXPENSES:
Programs  $629,742
Administration  117,075
Fundraising  199,640
Total Expenses  $946,457

OTHER REVENUES:
Donor Restricted $106,365
Investment Income 81682
PPP/EIDL 133,196
Total $321,243

Change in Net Assets: $507,092

BALANCE SHEET as of June 30, 2021
Assets:  $1,827,141
Liabilities:  $307,296
Net assets:  $1,519,845

*does not include fiduciaries or PPP/EIDL *does not include fiduciaries

https://www.acterra.org/financial-information


21Acterra 2020-2021 Annual Report

3921 E Bayshore Road, Suite 210
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4326
acterra.org  • (650) 962.9876
info@acterra.org

Staff
Lauren Weston, Executive Director
Nicole Angiel, Director of Programs 
Robbie Brown, Program Manager, Healthy Plate, 

Healthy Planet
Wendy Chou, Communications and Outreach Manager 
Patty Christofferson, Senior Manager, Workplace 

Sustainability  
Darren Don, Energy and Climate Research Manager
Brianna Duarte, Beneficial Electrification Associate
Ariane Erickson, Program Manager, Karl Knapp GoEV 
Jared Johnson, Senior Manager, Policy and External 

Relations
Linda Hutchins-Knowles, Senior Manager, Karl Knapp 

GoEV 
Kendall Post, Climate Corps Fellow, You(th) Be the Change
Logan Spalding, Climate Corps Fellow, Beneficial 

Electrification
Zack Wurtz, Development and Operations Manager

Current staff in bold

Annual Report design by Judi Eichler 

Gloria Geller, Copy Editor

Board of Directors
Alyssa Morrison Bonnette, President
Rex Northen, President Elect
Katie Excoffier, Vice President
Michael Hindery, Treasurer
Ann Blankenship 
Phil Brosterhous 
Eddie Cha 
Peter Cross
Barbara Erny
Bruce Hodge 
Sudhanshu Jain 

Geoff Nicholls
Josue Ramirez
Maria Saltz
Josh Schein
John Steidle 
Jonathan Taylor
Bill Weihl

Advisory Board
Marc Berman
LaDoris Cordell
Anna Eshoo
Jan Fenwick
Paul Fong
Patricia Foster
Nan Geschke
Rich Gordon

Walt Hays
Jerry Hearn
Christy Holloway
Yoriko Kishimoto
Hunter Lovins
Joe Simitian 
Judith Steiner 

Follow us on:

On Earth Day 2020, Great Nonprofits  
named Acterra as one of five climate change 

nonprofits deserving of support.

2020-2021 Leadership

During FY2021, Acterra provided nonprofit 
status and fiscal sponsorship to these projects:

Barron Park Donkeys

Bioma Project

BRINGiT

Climate Resilient Communities

Save Agriculture and the Environment (SAGE)

https://www.acterra.org/
mailto:info%40acterra.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Acterra/
https://www.instagram.com/planetacterra/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/acterra/
https://twitter.com/planetacterra
https://blog.greatnonprofits.org/5-climate-change-organizations-to-support-for-earth-day/
https://blog.greatnonprofits.org/5-climate-change-organizations-to-support-for-earth-day/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=10825
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/23-7064937
https://greatnonprofits.org/org/acterra-action-for-a-healthy-planet?badge=1

